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INTRODUCTION

The vision to build an elementary and junior high school in
Liberia was conceived a couple of years ago but came to the
start of realization when Rev. Zogar Sr., Pastor of Christ
Assembly Lutheran Church, was invited to the Annual
Conference of the Lutheran Women Missionary League of the
English District held in Philadelphia 2004. At that conference
he expressed CALC'’s desire to expand its ministry in Liberia.
During a question and answer period, Pastor Zogar told his
audience that the Church has a mission and he explained the
nature of the mission. Rev. Zogar mentioned the school
project. Asked why such a project was selected, he explained
the past and current conditions in the country, which was
brought about by the civil war. The civil war did not only take
the lives of over 250,000 people, but also resulted in the
destruction of infrastructures, including school buildings. Most
of the Liberian people live in dire poverty and many of them
do not have the means to send their children to school. The
Islamic religion is growing rapidly in Liberia, partly due to the
poor conditions of the people. Islamic groups and
organizations in the country, which are heavily financed by
Islamic countries, are taking advantage of the situation and
are building Islamic schools and offering scholarships to
Christians and non-Christian alike as a way of converting
them to the Islamic faith.

The project will help to counteract the Islamic scheme to
convert Christians to Muslims. The school will be Christ
centered. Teaching of the scriptures will be encouraged.
Upon completion of the school, depending on the financial
support we will receive, we plan to construct a health center
on the grounds of the school.



We have received promises of support by some of our sister
Lutheran congregations, pastors and individuals in those
congregations.

The launching program for Mission for Liberia was held on
Sunday, July 4, 2004. A fund-raising rally was held and an
amount of over $8,000 (eight thousand dollars) was raised.
We continued to receive financial donations from our
membership until the final fund-raising rally for the year was
held on Sunday, December 5, 2004. At that rally nearly seven
thousand dollars was realized. The total amount received
from individuals, including funds realized from both rallies
totaled over eighteen thousand dollars.

We have purchased three acres of land and have sent funds
to Liberia to begin making six thousand cement blocks for the
school building. Pastor Zogar is leading a delegation to
Liberia during the week of February 21, 2005. The delegation,
which will include Mrs. Deborah StOnge, wife of Pastor
Charles StOnge of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, will undertake
the ground breaking ceremony and laying of the foundation
before returning to the United States.

This report contains, among others the Mission for Liberia’s
vision, goals, target, the 2004 financial report, and pictorials
of both rallies. A summary of information about Liberia,
including a brief history, is also highlighted.

We pray that the Lord will continue to bless us in raising the
needed funds to complete the project we have begun. We
look forward to your prayers and financial support as we
embark on this worthy project.
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Dr. Clyde M. Narramore, a renowned psychologist writes, "One of
the signs of a healthy personality is the desire to reach out beyond



one's self and become a blessing to others. This quality is
especially apparent in Christians. When a person trusts in Christ
Jesus as his Lord and Saviour and begins to grow into a mature
Christian, he looks beyond himself for opportunity to serve. He
sees people, perhaps in far away lands, perhaps in his own
community, who need help..." Thisis aso true of a congregation.
A healthy congregation is one who looks beyond itself and finds
opportunities to carry on the Great Commission, not only in the
church, but beyond the church to the outside world in a practical
way.

As a congregation, the people of Christ Assembly L utheran Church
are very grateful to the Lord for the vision He has given them to
look beyond themselves into a land where there are opportunities to
make a difference in the lives of others, especially children whose
future seems very gloomy. The opportunity to serve in Liberia is
the vision of Mission for Liberia. Asthe desire to build a Christian
school and a health center in Liberia culminates at CALC, there is
no doubt that the Lord who has begun this work in us will bring it
to completion in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Mission for Liberia is not only a mission of Christ Assembly
Lutheran Church, but the mission of al Christians and every
humanitarian. Our mission is not to give a man afisn that will make
him eat for a day, but to teach a man to fish, in order for him to eat
for a lifetime. That is what Mission for Liberia is all about - the
desire to provide quality Christian education and an affordable
health care for the people of Liberia. We are desirous of meeting
both their spiritual and physical needs. Christ's mission is our
mission - to cry with those who cry and to regjoice with those who
rejoice; to tell them that God loves and cares for them.
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As we begin the new year, | want to thank the people of Christ
Assembly Lutheran Church, our many visitors, friends, and
supporters for their unflinching supports through the past year.
Your financial gifts, prayers and faith have begun a good work in
Liberia. Without your supports we would not have come thisfar. |
have every reason to believe that together with faith and a
determined mind, we will accomplish great things in the future.

| also want to take this time to express our sincere thanks and
appreciation to the Reverend Tom Engler of Calvary Lutheran
Church, and the Reverend Jon Hofmeister for their financia
contributions during our July 4 and December 5 fundraising rallies.
Special thanks also to the Reverend Charles StOnge for allowing
his wife Deborah to be a part of the delegation that will be traveling
to Liberia in February. We are also grateful to all our LCMS's
brothers and sisters in the Philadelphia areas, who are praying for
the success of Mission for Liberia. We have no doubt that many of
them will be parts of Mission for Liberiathis year.

Again we want to say thank you to all of you for your continued
supports. Let us not forget to look beyond ourselves and see that
there are many unfortunate people in the world who need to be
served. Remember that we are saved to serve.

Have a Happy New Y ear!

Rev. Arthur W. Zogar, Sr.
Executive Director/Mission for Liberia



City of Monrovia, Capital of Liberia

Map of Africa
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The Executive Director - Mission For Liberia
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Some of the member s of the Board of Directors- Mission For
Liberia
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Mission For Liberia

Where there is no vision, the people perish
(Proverb 29:18)

1990s, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

(LCMS) declared North America a "Mission Field" by
encouraging and empowering immigrants to reach their own
people and others with the gospel message of God® saving
grace through Jesus Christ. [t® through this declaration by
the LCMS, that the African Immigrant Ministry (AIM) was
organized in May 1995, and it is through AIM that Christ
Assembly Lutheran Church was also established in August
1997, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Our congregation is
mostly comprised of people from Africa, and 95% of our
members are from Liberia, West Africa. Christ Assembly
Lutheran Church has embarked upon a foreign mission
project to help the people of Liberia who had suffered
hardship for over a decade due to the civil war in Liberia. The
project is called Mission for Liberia

Due to the influx of immigrants in the U.S. in the early



LIBERIA

History of the Civil War

Republic of Liberia, a country founded by the

American Colonization Society in 1822 as a place of
refuge for the free slaves from America. Liberia is 43,000
square miles and has a population of about 3,317,176 people
- July 2003 estimate. This tiny country is bounded by Sierra
Leone, Ivory Coast and the Republic of Guinea. The civil war,
which first started as a political conflict, soon turned into a
tribal war and became one of the bloodiest civil wars ever on
the West Coast of Africa. The war took the lives of over
250,000 people and has Liberians displaced all over the
world, including America, and eventually leaves the country in
ruins. There are more than 80 thousand Liberians living in
America presently. Approximately 15,000 Liberians are in
Pennsylvania, and 10,000 are living in Philadelphia and its
vicinities.

THE VISION

To build a Christian school and a health center

A

fter 14 years of civil war, our country is in ruins. The two
major problems facing Liberia right now are the lack of

O n December 24,1989, a bloody civil war engulfed the
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adequate Christian schools to meet the educational need of
the thousands of children who are roaming the streets,
including the child soldiers who need to be rehabilitated to
become useful citizens, and healthcare facilities to curb the
death rate in the country. The needs for Christian schools
and healthcare are so demanding in Liberia, that someone
must do something to alleviate these grave problems. The
Lord has laid it on our heart to do something about these
problems. Therefore, Christ Assembly Lutheran Church has
embarked upon a foreign mission project called Mission for
Liberia (ML). We have decided to build a Christian school
(elementary through junior high) and a health center. This is
our vision: to build a Christian school where the Word of God
will be taught; where we will instill in the minds of our children
and grandchildren the love of God for mankind as
demonstrated through Jesus Christ; respect for elderly
people, love for our country, and where they will learn the
power of forgiveness. Liberia cannot be rebuilt if we cannot
forgive others and forget the past. We also want to build a
health center or clinic where people will have access to
affordable medical benefits.

WHY A SCHOOL AND A

HEALTH CENTER?

The Reasons

e have decided to build Christian school and a
health center for the following reasons:(1)There is a

religious war going on in Liberia right now. The



Muslims are making inroads in the country. They are building
mosques, schools and are spreading their faith rapidly. They
are offering scholarships to those who accept their faith.
Unless we Christians do something, the Islamic faith will take
over the country within the next ten years. Most of the
Christian schools we had in Liberia were owned and operated
by foreign missions, and due to the civil war, all the
missionaries had left the country, nearly all these schools
were destroyed during the war, and people are using their
living rooms as schools; (2) the illiteracy rate in Liberia is
alarming - 70% of the population cannot read or write, this is
very painful; and (3) there is no health facility in Liberia since
the war, and infant mortality rate is very high. There is no
stable government to provide any medical benefits for the
people; as a result people are dying daily. Only few foreign
doctors and nurses are trying to help the people, and this is
not even enough. A sister of one of our members died of
complicated pregnancy in April due to lack of medication.
Someone must do something, and we, the sons and
daughters of Liberia, must play our role. Since the Lord has
brought us in this great country and we are privileged to be
educated, we cannot turn our back on our unfortunate
brothers and sisters who are suffering. We must do
something to help, or history will judge us. We know we
cannot solve these 157-year-old (date of Independence: July
26,1847) problems overnight, but we must at least do
something, or die trying.

OUR TARGET
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$300,000

t will cost about $300,000 to build the school and clinic.
IWe do not have the money, because about 45% of our

congregation is unemployed, and those who are employed

are obligated to assist those who are not employed and
also to support their extended families in Africa, but we do
believe that the same God who has provided for us over the
years and continues to provide for us, will also move the
hearts and minds of God® people to help us with this life-
saving project. There are generous Christians in this
country who are willing to support worthy cause. We have
already begun the project by setting aside the first Sunday in
each month as Mission for Liberia Sunday (MLS); at which
time we pull our resources together, and whatever amount we
raise goes toward Mission for Liberia. Besides, we have
designated Sunday, July 4 2004 as a special fund-raising day.
We are asking all our Christian brothers and sisters in the
Philadelphia area and beyond to assist us.

Some Questions and Answers about Donating
Financially to Mission for Liberia

How much can a person give?
A person may give any amount he/she can afford. We accept
from $1.00 to $300,000 and above.

How can a person get involved in this life-touching
project?

There are many ways one can get involved. First, we need
your prayers; second, we want you to tell our story to those



who will be willing to help us financially; and third, you can
volunteer to become a short-term missionary and go with us
to Liberia in February 2005, to jumpstart the project.

If anyone wants to contribute to Mission for Liberia, to
whom does he/she send the gift?

You may make your check payable to Christ Assembly
Lutheran Church and direct it to Mission for Liberia, and mail
it to one of the two addresses given below:

Mission For Liberia
Christ Assembly Lutheran Church, 229
North 63" Street, Philadelphia, PA
19139

Or

Mission For Liberia
P. 0. Box 19207, Philadelphia, PA 19143

TEL: (215) 474-9200 (Church)
(610) 348-1133 (Cell)
Fax: (215) 474-9202
Email: Azogarcalc@aol.com
Awheagbah@aol.com
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